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Disposition of Claims 
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6) S Claim(s) 1-75 is/are rejected. 
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Application Papers 
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10) E3 The drawing(s) filed on 20 August 2003 is/are: a)Q accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must 
show every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the limitation "the 
first components are multipliers and the second components are values" must be shown 
or the feature canceled from claims 7, 20, 32, 45, 57 and 69. No new matter should be 
entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled "Replacement 
Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct any portion of 
the drawing figures. If the examiner does not accept the changes, the Applicant will be 
notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
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Specification 

2. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because the phrase "A primary or 
secondary game for a wagering gaming device" in line 1 of the Abstract is not a 
complete sentence. The Examiner suggests the phrase "A primary or secondary game 
is provided for a wagering gaming device" as one possible replacement. Correction is 
required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 1 1 , 24 and 39 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
Claims 1 1 and 24 each recite the limitation "wherein the award is formed the 

generated second component modifying the generated first component" which appears 
to be a typographical error. The Examiner believes the Applicant intended for claims 1 1 
and 24 to each recite the limitation "wherein the award is formed by the generated 
second component modifying the generated first component." Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim 39 recites the limitation "generating one of the first components the 
plurality of first components" which appears to be a typographical error. The Examiner 
believes the Applicant intended for claim 39 to recite the limitation "generating one of 
the first components from the plurality of first components". Appropriate correction is 
required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 14, 26, 37, 51, 63 and 74 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 14 recites "The gaming device of Claim 1, which is controlled via a data 
network or a computer storage device". It is unclear and vague what element of claim 1 
is being controlled, which renders claim 14 indefinite. 

Claim 26 recites "The gaming device of Claim 16, which is controlled via a data 
network or a computer storage device". It is unclear and vague what element of claim 
16 is being controlled, which renders claim 26 indefinite. 

Claim 37 recites "The gaming device of Claim 28, which is controlled via a data 
network or a computer storage device". It is unclear and vague what element of claim 
28 is being controlled, which renders claim 37 indefinite. 

Claim 51 recites "The method of Claim 31 , which is controlled via a data network 
or a computer storage device". It is unclear and vague what element or step of claim 31 
is being controlled, which renders claim 51 indefinite. 

Claim 63 recites "The method of Claim 53, which is controlled via a data network 
or a computer storage device". It is unclear and vague what element or step of claim 53 
is being controlled, which renders claim 63 indefinite. 
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Claim 74 recites "The method of Claim 65, which is controlled via a data network 
or a computer storage device". It is unclear and vague what element or step of claim 65 
is being controlled, which renders claim 74 indefinite. 

To obviate this rejection, Applicant could amend claims 14, 26 and 37 to recite 
the limitation "wherein the game is controlled via a data network or a computer storage 
device". Similarly, Applicant could amend claims 51 , 63 and 74 to recite the limitation 
"controlling the game via a data network or a computer storage device". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Claims 1-6, 8-12, 14, 16-19, 21-26, 27-31, 33-37, 39-44, 46-51, 53-56, 58-63, 65- 
68 and 70-74 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Locke et al. 

Locke et al. disclose a gaming system that includes a gaming device (10) having 
a game operable upon a wager by a player and a method of operating the gaming 
device (Figure 2 along with the related description thereof). Locke et al. disclose that 
the system comprises: means for displaying and generating a plurality of first 
components (combinations of symbols on reels 30-34 in col. 3, lines 25-47); means for 
displaying and generating a plurality of sets of second components (sets of multipliers 
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64), wherein each set of second components is associated with one of the first 
components and wherein each of the first components includes an associated set of 
second components (multipliers 64 are grouped into different sets associated with one 
of the combinations of symbols on reels 30-34 during "free spins"); and means for 
determining and providing an award adapted to be provided to the player (col. 3, lines 
43-47) and based on: (a) one of the first components generated from the plurality of first 
components and (b) one of the second components generated from the set of second 
components associated with the generated first component (col. 4, lines 36-48) as 
recited in claims 1 and 39. Locke et al. disclose that different multiplier sets ("1X, 1X, 
2X, 2X, 3X, 5X, 3X, 2X, 2X, 1X, 1X" for free spin 1, "1X, 2X, 2X, 3X, 5X, 3X, 2X, 2X, 1X" 
for free spin 2, "2X, 2X, 3X, 5X, 3X, 2X, 2X" for free spin 3, "2X, 3X, 5X, 3X, 2X" for free 
spin 4 and "3X, 5X, 3X" for free spin 5) are associated with the combinations of symbols 
on reels 30-34 (resulting in separate values awarded to the player) during different free 
spins (Figures 4, 6, and 7 along with the related descriptions thereof). 

Regarding claims 2 and 40, Locke et al. disclose two sets of second components 
that share at least one second component (the multiplier sets for free spins 1 and 2 
share multipliers "1X, 2X, 2X, 3X, 5X, 3X, 2X, 2X, 1X"). See col. 4, lines 29-35 and col. 
5, lines 5-10. 

Regarding claims 3 and 41 , Locke et al. disclose that each set of the second 
components shares at least one second component with at least one other set of 
second components (the multiplier sets for free spins 1 and 2 share multipliers "1X, 2X, 
2X, 3X, 5X, 3X, 2X, 2X, 1X", the multiplier sets for free spins 2 and 3 share multipliers 
"2X, 2X, 3X, 5X, 3X, 2X, 2X", the multiplier sets for free spins 3 and 4 share multipliers 
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"2X, 3X, 5X, 3X, 2X", the multiplier sets for free spins 4 and 5 share multipliers "3X, 5X, 
3X"). See col. 4, lines 29-35 and col. 5, lines 5-55. 

Regarding claims 4 and 42, Locke et al. disclose that a first one of the sets of 
second components shares a first one of the second components with a second set of 
second components (the multiplier sets forfree spins 1 and 2 share multipliers "1X, 2X, 
2X, 3X, 5X, 3X, 2X, 2X, 1X") and shares a second one of the second components with a 
third set of the second components (the multiplier sets for free spins 1 and 3 share 
multipliers "2X, 2X, 3X, 5X, 3X, 2X, 2X"). See col. 4, lines 29-35 and col. 5, lines 19-25. 

Regarding claims 5 and 43, Locke et al. disclose that at least one of the sets of 
second components includes at least one second component that is not shared by any 
other set of second components (the multiplier set for free spin 1 includes "1X, 1X, 2X, 
2X, 3X, 5X, 3X, 2X, 2X, 1X, 1X" wherein the outermost "1X" multipliers are not shared 
by any of the multiplier sets for free spins 2-5). See col. 4, lines 29-35 and col. 5, lines 
5-55. 

Regarding claims 6 and 44, Locke et al. disclose that the first components are 
values (combinations of symbols on reels 30-34 result in values awarded to the player 
from a pay table) and the second components are multipliers (multipliers 64). See col. 
3, lines 42-48. 

Regarding claims 8 and 46, Locke et al. disclose that the award is formed from a 
randomly generated first component from the plurality of first components (col. 2, lines 
48-55). 
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Regarding claims 9 and 47, Locke et al. disclose that the award is formed from a 
randomly generated second component from the set of second components associated 
with the randomly generated first component (col. 4, lines 15-17 and 39-48). 

Regarding claims 10 and 48, Locke et al. disclose that the award is formed from 
a randomly generated second component from the set of second components 
associated with the generated first component (col. 4, lines 15-17 and 39-48). 

Regarding claims 1 1 and 49, Locke et al. disclose that the award is formed from 
the generated second component modifying the generated first component (col. 4, lines 
15-17 and 39-48). 

Regarding claims 12 and 50, Locke et al. disclose a display device (12) adapted 
to display the associations of the sets of second components with the first components. 
See Figures 4, 6 and 7 along with the related descriptions thereof. 

Regarding claims 14 and 51 , Locke et al. disclose a computer storage device 
(22) and processor (18) for controlling the gaming device (10). See Figure 2 along with 
the related description thereof. 

Regarding claims 16 and 53, Locke et al. disclose a gaming system that includes 
a gaming device (10) having a game operable upon a wager by a player and a method 
of operating the gaming device (Figure 2 along with the related description thereof). 
Locke et al. disclose that the system comprises: means for displaying and generating a 
plurality of first components (combinations of symbols on reels 30-34 in col. 3, lines 25- 
47); means for displaying and generating a plurality of sets of second components (sets 
of multipliers 64), wherein each of the first components includes an associated set of 
second components (multipliers 64 are grouped into different sets associated with one 
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of the combinations of symbols on reels 30-34 during "free spins") and wherein at least 
one of the sets of second components shares at least one second component with at 
least one other set of second components (col. 4, lines 29-35 and col. 5, lines 5-10, 
wherein the multiplier sets for free spins 1 and 2 share multipliers "1X, 2X, 2X, 3X, 5X, 
3X, 2X, 2X, 1X") and wherein at least one of the sets of second components includes at 
least one second component that is not shared by any other set of second components 
(col. 4, lines 29-35 and col. 5, lines 5-55, wherein the outermost "1X" multipliers of the 
multiplier set for free spin 1, "1X, 1X, 2X, 2X, 3X, 5X, 3X, 2X, 2X, 1X, 1X", are not 
shared by any of the multiplier sets for free spins 2-5); and means for determining and 
providing an award adapted to be provided to the player (col. 3, lines 43-47) and based 
on: (a) one of the first components generated from the plurality of first components and 
(b) one of the second components generated from the set of second components 
associated with the generated first component (col. 4, lines 36-48). 

Regarding claims 17 and 54, Locke et al. disclose that each set of the second 
components shares at least one second component with at least one other set of 
second components (the multiplier sets for free spins 1 and 2 share multipliers "1X, 2X, 
2X, 3X, 5X, 3X, 2X, 2X, 1X", the multiplier sets for free spins 2 and 3 share multipliers 
"2X, 2X, 3X, 5X, 3X, 2X, 2X", the multiplier sets for free spins 3 and 4 share multipliers 
"2X, 3X, 5X, 3X, 2X", the multiplier sets for free spins 4 and 5 share multipliers "3X, 5X, 
3X"). See col. 4, lines 29-35 and col. 5, lines 5-55. 

Regarding claims 18 and 55, Locke et al. disclose that a first one of the sets of 
second components shares a first one of the second components with a second set of 
second components (the multiplier sets for free spins 1 and 2 share multipliers "1X, 2X, 
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2X, 3X, 5X, 3X, 2X, 2X, 1X") and shares a second one of the second components with a 
third set of the second components (the multiplier sets forfree spins 1 and 3 share 
multipliers "2X, 2X, 3X, 5X, 3X, 2X, 2X"). See col. 4, lines 29-35 and col. 5, lines 19-25. 

Regarding claims 19 and 56, Locke et al. disclose that the first components are 
values (combinations of symbols on reels 30-34 result in values awarded to the player 
from a pay table) and the second components are multipliers (multipliers 64). See col. 
3, lines 42-48. 

Regarding claims 21 and 58, Locke et al. disclose that the award is formed from 
a randomly generated first component from the plurality of first components (col. 2, lines 
48-55). 

Regarding claims 22 and 59, Locke et al. disclose that the award is formed from 
a randomly generated second component from the set of second components 
associated with the randomly generated first component (col. 4, lines 15-17 and 39-48). 

Regarding claims 23 and 60, Locke et al. disclose that the award is formed from 
a randomly generated second component from the set of second components 
associated with the generated first component (col. 4, lines 15-17 and 39-48). 

Regarding claims 24 and 61 , Locke et al. disclose that the award is formed by 
the generated second component modifying the generated first component (col. 4, lines 
15-17 and 39-48). 

Regarding claims 25 and 62, Locke et al. disclose a display device (12) adapted 
to display the associations of the sets of second components with the first components. 
See Figures 4, 6 and 7 along with the related descriptions thereof. 
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Regarding claims 26 and 63, Locke et al. disclose a computer storage device 
(22) and processor (18) for controlling the gaming device (10). See Figure 2 along with 
the related description thereof. 

Regarding claims 28 and 65, Locke et al. disclose a gaming system that includes 
a gaming device (10) having a game operable upon a wager by a player and a method 
of operating the gaming device (Figure 2 along with the related description thereof). 
Locke et al. disclose that the system comprises: means for displaying and generating a 
plurality of first components (combinations of symbols on reels 30-34 in col. 3, lines 25- 
47); means for displaying and generating a plurality of sets of second components (sets 
of multipliers 64); and means for determining and providing an award adapted to be 
provided to the player (col. 3, lines 43-47) based on at least one of the first components 
and at least one of the second components (col. 4, lines 36-48), wherein the first 
component is selected from the plurality of first components and the second component 
is selected from one or a plurality of second components which are associated with the 
selected first component and wherein the second component modifies the selected first 
component to form the award (col. 4, lines 36-48). 

Regarding claims 29 and 66, Locke et al. disclose that one of the second 
components (multiplier 64 in multiplier sets for free spins 1 and 2) is associated with two 
of the first components (combinations of symbols on reels 30-34 result in values 
awarded to the player from a pay table). The multiplier sets for free spins 1 and 2 share 
multipliers "1X, 2X, 2X, 3X, 5X, 3X, 2X, 2X, 1X" and are associated with different 
combinations of symbols appearing on reels 30-34 during the free spins 1 and 2. See 
col. 4, lines 29-35 and col. 5, lines 5-10. 
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Regarding claims 30 and 67, Locke et al. disclose that one of the second 
components (multiplier 64 in multiplier set for free spin 1 ) is only associated with one of 
the first components (combinations of symbols on reels 30-34 result in values awarded 
to the player from a pay table). The multiplier set for free spin 1, "1X, 1X, 2X, 2X, 3X, 
5X, 3X, 2X, 2X, 1X, 1X", is only associated with combinations of symbols appearing on 
reels 30-34 during free spin 1. See col. 4, lines 29-35 and col. 5, lines 5-55. 

Regarding claims 31 and 68, Locke et al. disclose that the first components are 
values (combinations of symbols on reels 30-34 result in values awarded to the player 
from a pay table) and the second components are multipliers (multipliers 64). See col. 
3, lines 42-48. 

Regarding claims 33 and 70, Locke et al. disclose that the award is formed from 
a randomly generated first component from the plurality of first components (col. 2, lines 
48-55). 

Regarding claims 34 and 71, Locke et al. disclose that the award is formed from 
a randomly generated second component from the set of second components 
associated with the randomly generated first component (col. 4, lines 15-17 and 39-48). 

Regarding claims 35 and 72, Locke et al. disclose that the award is formed from 
a randomly generated second component from the set of second components 
associated with the generated first component (col. 4, lines 15-17 and 39-48). 

Regarding claims 36 and 73, Locke et al. disclose a display device (12) adapted 
to display the associations of the sets of second components with the first components. 
See Figures 4, 6 and 7 along with the related descriptions thereof. 
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Regarding claims 37 and 74, Locke et al. disclose a computer storage device 
(22) and processor (18) for controlling the gaming device (10). See Figure 2 along with 
the related description thereof. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 7, 20, 32, 45, 57 and 69 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Locke et al. 

Locke et al. teach a gaming system that includes a game having a plurality of first 
components and a plurality of sets of second components as detailed above. Locke et 
al. teach that the first components are values (combinations of symbols on reels 30-34 
result in values awarded to the player from a pay table) and the second components are 
multipliers (multipliers 64). See col. 3, lines 42-48 of Locke et al. However, Locke et al. 
does not explicitly teach that the first components are multipliers and the second 
components are values as recited in claims 7, 20, 32, 45, 57 and 69. It would have 
been an obvious matter of design choice to modify the first components to include 
multipliers and to modify the second components to include values since Applicant has 
not disclosed that such an arrangement solves any stated problem or is for any 
particular purpose and it appears that the gaming system of Locke et al. would perform 



Application/Control Number: 10/644,296 Page 14 

Art Unit: 3714 

equally well with the first and second components including values or multipliers, 
respectively. 

10. Claims 13, 15, 27, 38, 52, 64 and 75 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Locke et al. in view of Miller et al. (U.S. Patent Application 
Publication 2002/0065126). 

Locke et al. teach a gaming system as described above that includes a display 
(12) for displaying game information that is controlled via a computer storage device 
(22) and processor (18). However, Locke et al. does not explicitly teach that the gaming 
device and method is controlled via a data network including an internet as recited in 
claims 15, 27, 38, 52, 64 and 75. Miller et al. teach a mechanical substantially spherical 
shaped object (606) for displaying game information (Figures 8A-13B along with the 
related descriptions thereof), which is controlled via a data network including an internet 
(paragraphs [0006] and [0086]). Miller et al. teach that such network control is well- 
known in the art (paragraph [0006]) and that mechanical displays increase game appeal 
and player excitement (paragraphs [001 1] and [0050]). It would have been obvious for 
one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate the network controlled 
sphere (606) to display game information in the gaming system taught by Locke et al. in 
order to increase game appeal and player excitement as desirably taught by Miller et al. 
in paragraphs [001 1] and [0050]. 
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Conclusion 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
Applicant's disclosure and includes: U.S. Patent No. 3,633,915 issued to Lippert; U.S. 
Patent No. 6,142,873 issued to Weiss et al.; U.S. Patent No. 6,168,520, U.S. Patent No. 
6,533,273 issued to Cole et al.; U.S. Patent No. 6,582,307 issued to Webb; U.S. Patent 
No. 6,537,152 issued to Seelig et al.; and U.S. Patent Application Publication 
2004/004381 1 of Seelig et al. Additionally, U.S. Patent No. 6,663,489 is made of record 
because the Examiner considers Figure 10 pertinent to Applicant's disclosure. Each of 
the above patents or patent application publications is listed on the attached Notice of 
References Cited (PTO-892). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Jason Skaarup whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4455. The Examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday (10:00-8:00). 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
Supervisor, Derris Banks can be reached at 571-272-4419. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-2 1 7-9 1 97 (toll-free). 

DERRIS H. BANKS 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3700 




